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Working with timber frame

Kloeber has a long history of working with the top names in timber frame 
structures in the UK.

Timber frame structures are a fantastic option, providing self builders with 
a sustainable, highly insulated home that can be built very quickly.

We have put together a short guide, detailing the processes to follow for 
the smooth ordering and installation of the glazing for your project.

Confirming measurements for order

In most cases, the glazing elements of a timber frame build are ordered in 
advance, off-plan i.e. with no survey. Your architect and timber frame 
company will need to work out the required frame dimensions.

If you are looking to create flush thresholds on doors, you will need to 
know in advance where your final finished floor level (top of 
tile/wood/carpet) will be.

Kloeber can supply section details and measuring templates to help with 
this process but the responsibility for correct dimensions will lie with the 
person placing the order.

Alternatively, you can wait until your apertures are fully constructed and 
Kloeber can provide a full survey to confirm (and take responsibility for) 
the frame dimensions.

For a survey to take place, all 4 sides of each aperture must be in place 
and your site representative must be able to show us where the final 
finished floor level will be.

The makeup of your walls

There are many different types of timber frame and many different 
external finishes, all of which need to be considered when specifying 
doors and windows.

Windows need to span the cavity (if there is one) so that they are fixed 
into the timber frame and sealed against the external wall face. This is 
important for insulation, weather tightness and aesthetics.

On timber frame builds, our door and window frames are generally fitted 
further back into the wall which means they require longer cill projections 
on the external face.

This is a key detail for the drainage and is typically considered at design 
stage so talk to us as early as possible in the process.
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Building and aperture settlement

What needs to be in place prior to the installation of your doors and windows 

Prior to installation, you must have the following in place:

A fully loaded roof. This is so the natural settlement of the timber frame can take place prior to the installation.

Pinch battens (if required). These are small sections of timber, fixed on the external face of the timber frame, around the door and 
window apertures.

External brickwork ideally needs to be in place. If external brickwork isn’t in place, the windows generally have to be fixed back to 
the timber frame and protrude externally before the brickwork is then completed. This can sometimes lead to incorrect tolerance, 
lack of sealing up and the internal face of the window left open to the elements until the work is complete.

Timber cladding and render is generally undertaken after the installation of the doors and windows and does need to be done 
immediately afterwards for the same reasons as explained above.

Due to the nature of timber, there can be more movement than with other methods of construction, particularly with oak frame builds.

It is the responsibility of the timber frame provider and a structural engineer to ensure that the correct beams are installed above door 
and window apertures.

This is what we can do to overcome this extra movement:

Take site dimensions once the frame is fully erected (including the roof finishes) and any external brickwork is in place.

Allow additional tolerance around door and window frames when determining overall dimensions.

The majority of Kloeber products are fully adjustable to cope with aperture settlement and you will be provided instructions on how 
to do this.

We will consult on the specific requirements on the junction between our product and your specific timber frame wall detail.


